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 JOHANN-GÜNTHER EGGINGER 

Back to the Nordic educational Eden. Images portrayed in France of Finnish primary 
education during the second half of the nineteenth century (1851-1911)  

 

With the wonderful prestige of its international PISA test scores, the Finnish education system is 
the subject of many French studies that seek to determine the secrets of such success, and tend to 
idealize this Finnish "miracle". This paper proposes the hypothesis of a mystification of the Finnish 
system, which dates back to the earlier period of universal expositions of the late 19th century. The 
data consist of printed materials related to exhibitions and school collections. The analysis shows 
an already “successful” education system, from the late 19th, with respect to the excellent reading 
command by the vast majority of the Finnish people.  
 

 
 HANNU SIMOLA & RISTO RINNE 

Education politics and contingency : Belief, status and trust behind the Finnish PISA miracle 

 
Many rather non-historical and decontextualised concepts such as efficiency, accountability and 
quality are colonising the educational world undisputed and uncontested, largely due to the fact 
that they have been internationally advocated. Comparative education is still suffering from certain 
methodological deficits and serious under-theorisation. In this article we are trying to shed more 
light to the comparative resarch by presenting the promising concepts of continguency, 
coincidence and Spielraum to be taken seriously. We are also presenting the case of Finnish success 
of PISA by applicating those concepts. What we are trying to illustrate are three rather common 
beliefs emanating from the recent national discussion in Finland. All of these beliefs seem to be rather 
distinctive compared to other nations’ beliefs and discussions, and they certainly have at least some 
generative roots in Finnish national history. The first is that the Finns share a strong belief in schooling, 
the second that teaching is rather highly appreciated as a profession in Finland, and the third that the 
Finnish comprehensive school enjoys rather high trust on the part of parents, authorities and 
politicians. All three are national ‘truths’ in a way widely accepted even though there is not too much 
empirical research evidence behind them. They are definitely constituent parts of the national self-
understanding in terms of education. In this article we address the question of why these beliefs exist 
rather than whether they are true or not. Finally, we also impugn traditional functionalist and 
rationalist explanations of comparative research in education. 
 
 

 GUY PELLETIER 

Finland-Quebec and the last PISA decade: a cross-analysis of two educational systems 

 
In education, during the 2000s, the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) had a 
tremendous impact on the analysis, assessment and evaluation of national educational systems of 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries even though it 
was not conceived to that end and even though the PISA scores had not had the same effect in the 
past. However, it did so while other concerns emerged in a changing background: globalization, 
successive economical crises, loss of institutional and cultural landmarks, etc. This paper describes 
and makes a cross-analysis of the situation in Finland and Quebec. The paper uses a number of 
examples to illustrate the myth or problematic of looking at only the results of PISA scores as a 
means to value or valorise a system of education. 
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 DAVID HOFFMAN, THOMAS BABILA SAMA, AHMAD EL-MASSRI, MIKA RAUNIO & 

MARJAANA KORHONEN 

The best science, the best science in Finnish – and English – or the best Finnish scientists?  

 
This article confronts an ‘uncomfortable truth’ or myth concerning the operationalization of equity-
based personnel policy and practice in a higher education system one would expect to find it: 
Finland, a country widely admired for its relative lack of social stratification. This study is a 
participative inquiry by the authors, who draw on their collective experiences and perceptions from 
inside a rapidly changing system. Methodologically, the authors give voice – through the use of an 
approach generally ignored by higher education researchers in Finland – to a set of assertions about 
the system they work in and the mechanisms by which debate on equity concerning educational 
policy, in general and personnel practices, in particular, has faded from the policy agenda. The 
irony, of course, is that Finland’s greatest educational achievements rest on Nordic notions about 
precisely this topic. Finally, the implications of these dynamics are illuminated with regard to key 
(mis)understandings related to traditional internationalization efforts in higher education and 
migration-driven phenomena of a very different nature. 
 
 

 GUNILLA HOLM & JAN-ERIK MANSIKKA 

Multicultural education as policy and praxis in Finland: Heading in a problematic direction ? 
 

In this article we discuss the state of multicultural education as both praxis and policy in Finland. 
Immigration is increasing year by year in this context even though it remains relatively low 
compared to other European countries. Multiculturalism is very much discussed in Finnish society 
and media at large today. Though very much present and supported in the national curriculum, 
many scholars argue that not enough is done to prepare teachers to deal with diversity in Finnish 
schools. This article confronts laws and official documents related to the issue in Finnish education 
(e.g., students’ experiences and praticising teachers’ views on multicultural education in the nordic 
country). The article concludes with a suggested urge to give more space to negotiating a common 
place between « Finns » and the others in education. 
 
 

 LUC LEGUERINEL  

A critical point of view : Finland, Towards a neoliberal educational model 

 
Finland has been the subject of frequent comments for the last few years thanks to its educational 
system. But is the latter really as good as it pretends to be, or, on the contrary, is it not a myth of 
modern times? We shall try to answer this question in this article. With this aim in mind, we shall 
start with the analysis of the reasons for which the Finnish educational system better lends itself to 
PISA studies than its French counterpart. Through a brief analysis of Finland's educational system, 
we shall present the limited results of its educational policies, particularly during the transition from 
college to lyceum as well as with the lyceum modular system, which often contradict the official 
discourse. We shall finally try to demonstrate in what this pragmatic system, the real ambition of 
which has been to replace knowledge with competencies of a utilitarian type, is only the hotbed of 
what is being set up within the very core of the universities in order to meet the requirements of the 
liberal market economy dominated by science and economic development. 
 
 

Varia 
 
 

 SANDOSS BEN ABID-ZARROUK & MARC WEISSER 

How The Strategies of successful of the student tutored can influencing the effectiveness of 
tutoring 
 

Tutoring is a methodological device which has goal to improve successful rates of university's 
undergraduate, primarily for new entrants. The purpose of this contribution is to show the 
effectiveness of this device. This is from a survey conducted in two stages in the University of Haute 
Alsace (UHA) that we are able to demonstrate initially that students who followed the tutoring are 
more likely to pass in second year and that students who choose the tutoring from the perspective 
of success are more likely to get their L1 compared to those who come seeking a methodological 
contribution. 
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 MURIEL BRIANÇON, JEANNE MALLET & CHANTAL EYMARD 

Historical and philosophical insights about Otherness: an essential notion for educators and 
the field of education 

 
This theoretical article reviews the history of philosophy in search of a definition of the notion of 
alterity.  This notion is helpful for understanding the learning process in the fields of education and 
training.  We argue however, that the term is employed excessively, often without an 
understanding of its significance and especially with a disregard for its historical roots. The 
etymology of the word is Greek and refers to the accidental Platonician discovery of “otherness” as 
difference (έτερότης). Yet the widespread use of this term cannot be understood without taking 
into account the parallel and stifled history of the concept of non-being (μή έόν). Alterity could 
consequently be understood as a substitute or overriding notion which identity has been forgotten. 
Because education researchers have everything to gain from recognizing its historical and 
philosophical roots, we propose a relevant and precise review of the notion : its three dimensions, 
its transgressive and emancipatory features and its capacity for teaching. 
 
 
 

 MARIE-RENEE GUILLORET 

A teaching experience in nursery school and primary school (keystage 1) 

 
During a learning experience which took place first in a nursery, and then in a primary school, pupils 
have composed their own pieces of music. We are asking about the nature of the processes used. 
According to Vygotsky, culture is considered as the core of proximal development zones, allowing a 
learner to interact with a more able one. This guided us towards the identification of processes of 
using resources. We then spotted how pupils interact with musicians, their pairs and the other 
resources of the setting. As we consider the gap between intention, resources and production, we 
move on from spotting how pupils get access to the resources to how they adjust themselves to the 
task at hand. These processes are presented as the markers of a creative dynamic, operating in a 
setting which promotes the migration of resources. 
 
 
 

 BERENGERE KOLLY 

The mother, the teacher, the educationalist and the female reader: the use of the sex as 
educational variable in Pauline Kergomard’s works 

 
L’éducation maternelle dans l’école (The maternal education at school) appears as a new 
educationalist proposition which intends, by taking its  new principles from family context, 
maternal gestures and home habits to think the education during early childhood. By this way, 
Pauline Kergomard does aknowledge the necessary circulation between family and school, and 
differentiates real from philosophical model: her new model of school is thus both in distance with 
real mother and anchored in “motherly genius”. This distortion between real and fiction does reveal 
a particularity in the use of the female sex as an educational variable. The female sex of the mother, 
the teacher, the educationalist and her readers, understood as a historical and not biological 
variable, does thus become a lever of innovation and creation in educational conceptions and 
practices. 
 
 
 

 CHRISTOPHE MICHAUT 

The new tools of academic cheating in high school 

 
With the arrival of mobile phones in classrooms and common use of the Internet in school activities, 
students have more opportunities to plagiarize documents or defraud during the tests on the table. 
Do the digital tools replace the traditional forms of cheating? What are the characteristics of 
cheaters? We will issue the hypothesis that these new tools are most frequently used by weak 
students and little engaged in school tasks. The survey of 1,909 students revealed that nearly 20% 
of them have used during their schooling, a mobile phone for cheating. However, cheating with 
using a cheat sheet or calculator is the most common. Multivariate analyses show that certain 
characteristics are common to the various tools, other more specific: General high school students 
will be, all other things being equal, more often resorted to a calculator. Students at low and 
investing little in their studies will more use a phone. 
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 ALAIN PATRICK OLIVIER 

The Function of the Aesthetics in the Education System. The Theory and the Action of Victor 
Cousin 

 
This article shows how the theoretical foundation and the teaching structures of aesthetics as 
practiced in France have their origins in the theory and action of the philosopher Victor Cousin. At 
the same time, this penetration of aesthetics into the education system was limited: a number of 
epistemological obstacles of an intrascientific or ideological nature explain why aesthetics and 
philosophical teaching itself have, until now, taken up a specific place – at once marginal and 
central – in the university system and in the general education system. 
 
 


