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Michel WARREN 

A new management reference of the french educational public thing 
 
The meaning of the French school management reference is explained on 
the basis of public education rationales and policies. School was and 
remains a political and national issue. Before the cultural, ideological and 
institutional changeover of the 1980s, school territorialization was 
overshadowed by an universalist and national ideology, and by lay and 
normative basis, both acquired during the Third Republic. Why does the 
state decide, from the 1980s, to make various changes in the management 
of public education policies ? In a context of political, management and geo-
administrative territorialization, how do the relations between the state, 
school and local evolve ? What are the rationales and processes that 
contribute to influencing the political and economic perception of the 
European Union (EU) in the education field ? Territorialization produces 
new ways of linking national and local, which are part of a double political 
will of the state to redistribute power, and to fight against social inequalities 
at school. It expresses a new cultural, ideological and political reference for 
the Republic school management. French public education policies refer to 
the strategic design of the Lisbon European Council (2000): « Becoming the 
most competitive and the most dynamic knowledge economy in the world. » 
The Lisbon Process reflects the EU political perception of education, based 
on the will to involve the subject « knowledge » into an economic and social 
dynamics. Will the new management reference of public education policies, 
defended by the republican ideal and the EU, be able to promote a principle 
of socio-human solidarity on a territory spread from local to global ?  
 
 
 
Stéphanie GOIRAND 

The individualization of the socioeducatives policies : family under 
assitance or family under surveillance ?  
 
From 2003 onwards, France is confronted with a rich but complex 
educational landscape. In addition to the Local Educational Contracts, 
devices such as the ‘Educational Success’ have appeared these last years. 
The characteristic of this device is to have a “preventive” function and to 
deal with young people and their families which are identified as 
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‘weakened’. The aim is to build individualised and transverse answers (at 
the educational, social or school level…) with respect to the identified 
issues. Through the study of the Educational Success Program, this article 
attempts to question the social effects induced by this individualization 
process of the “educational” public action towards families. If public policies 
are strongly interested in youth and family issues during these last decades, 
it is mainly a response to a social question. And if the requirement of the 
public administration for social risks is still so present, it is more and more in 
reference to a “combination of the social risks with the family risks”. This 
individualization of the reading scale of social problems has direct 
consequences on the elaboration of social and family policies. Here the goal 
is to understand in which way this reinforcement of public policies towards 
families and this form of “re-politicisation” of the private sphere contributes 
to modify the mechanisms of social regulation and to guarantee the 
maintain of ‘social cohesion’. 
 
 
 
Sylvie MONCHATRE 

Standardization of competences and teaching rationalization. 
The case of the technical training in Quebec 
 
Education policies tend, more and more, to refer to efficiency. Therefore, 
new public management is set up to develop school autonomy, contract-
based links between schools and the state, and evaluation. But we assume 
that the search for efficiency also entails pedagogical rationalization, in 
order to change the cognitive contents of courses and the way of teaching. 
In this paper, we discuss this hypothesis about the case of the Quebecer 
“Renouveau collegial” (colleges renewal) carried out in 1993, and in the 
course of which “competency-based training” was implemented for 
curriculum building. The example of technical education shows that this 
reform leads to normalization of competencies, which does not fall within 
the renewal of learning theories but responds to market requirements, more 
than giving any teaching tools. 
 
 
 
Jean-Paul GEHIN 

Policies of vocational training in region : a slow and complex process 
of construction of the regional public action 

 
As said in the early decentralization laws in 1982, expanded in 1993, 
completed in 2004, the transfert of powers in vocational training matters to 
régional councils is now largely committed. However, some questions 
remain that the nature of transmission, their heterogeneity, the avaiable 
means, the overall consistency of the regionalization procès. To better 
understand the issues and the effects of regionalization of vocational 
training policies, it appears fruitful to develop and combine two different 
approaches : out one hand, a historical approach for apprehending fine and 
complex processes constructing local interactions ; on the other hand, an 
analytical reporting on the effects of policies on the ground. This approach 
is implemented in an ongoing research project in the region of Poitou-
Charentes, based on interviews of actors and secondary analysis of 
available data. The first results of this work identify five key variables : The 
place of vocational training in relation to other regional policies. The 
categories and classifications used to design the vocational training policy. 
The tools and devices for analysis and decision support. The interplay 
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between local actors. The circuits and mechanisms of decision-making and 
in particular the weight of technicians and politicians. The five key variables 
refer to the model of explicit or implicit reference and the type of underlying 
legitimacy. The forms of their articulation draw distinct policy choices, 
expressed in terms of orientations and content of training priorities, target 
audiences, methods of production training. Since the early 1980s, which 
corresponds both to the emergence of the regional institution (1982) and 
starting the process of regionalization of the training (1983), we identify five 
periods. 
 
 
 
Mikael PALME & Elisabeth HULTQVIST 

The transformation of the secondary school into Sweden : 
marchandisation, dissolution and rebuilding of the institutional and 
social borders 
 
The article analyzes the effects of the current transformations of Swedish 
upper secondary education emerging from the marketization brought about 
by the introduction of school vouchers in the 90s and, in the Stockholm 
region, of a free competition for admission. The rapid expansion of private 
or “independent” schools and the double competition between schools 
trying to attract students and students competing to enter into schools have 
resulted in the creation of numerous “profiled” study programs offering a 
unique mix of courses. Interviews show that the free choice of education in 
combination with blurred institutional frontiers make families’ educational 
strategies increasingly dependant on their culturally framed capacity to 
interpret and “construct” educational differences. A statistical analysis of 
student recruitment in the Stockholm region shows that the space of upper 
secondary education comprises two dimensions. A first one that opposes 
socially and scholarly highly ranked schools and study programs to those 
with a low recruitment profile, and a second one separates schools 
recruiting students from families with a strong cultural capital to those 
receiving most of their students from families with strong economic capital. 
In this increasingly hierarchic and structured universe, individual schools 
tend to occupy positions pertaining to specific niches. An analysis of the 
Internet home pages of 39 upper secondary schools show that these 
oppositions are mirrored by the ones that structure the universe of symbolic 
values put forward at these pages. 
 
 
 
Anne GUSTIN  

Innovation and institutional change : the example of the Tutorial 
individual work 
 
The present-day French school system is the result of successive steps to 
modernize school education; for a large part, this attempt has been induced 
at the institutional level and the schools have undertaken it. Therefore this 
article will consider the ability of the present-day school system to integrate 
innovation. This analysis will be conducted through the TPE (a Tutorial 
individual work) experiment, project which was gradually introduced by the 
Education Act 2000 concerning the “lycée” (i.e. General Certificate of 
Secondary Education).  The purpose of this article is to give an overview of 
the checks that prevailed against the TPE and by extension an approach to 
the conditions for institutional change. 
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François VILLEMONTEIX  

Do-it-yourself with the regulation :  
evolution of the role of the actors of school data processing  
 
Since the 80s, the French educational system has temporarily appointed 
teachers for the promoting the uses of computers in elementary schools, the 
“ATICE” (Animateurs pour les Technologies de l’Information et de la 
Communication en Education), in charge of advising schools, training 
teachers,taking care of project management, maintenance and technology 
watch. Their professional activity is therefore manifold and changing, 
defined by the current institutional priorities. It is also characterized by 
unusual statutory conditions. The function of ATICE, in search for 
legitimacy, is torn between educational advice, professional development of 
their colleagues and technical expertise. It relies on expert knowledge, on 
skills essentially built on contextual experience. On the educational side, 
their domain of expertise is mainly technical - and particularly discussed on 
line within the community since they work in a very competitive field of 
practice. This expertise places the ATICE in an overhanging position 
compared to the other actors of the field and offers another guarantee of 
survival to their function. The very reactive list of discussion is a privileged 
place for professional socialization. It plays an important part for the 
dissemination of institutional prescriptions. Rather centred on technical 
questions, it is a melting pot for the expert practice that the ATICE try to 
negotiate with the institution in exchange value. Little theorized, the 
exchanges leave only a small place to didactic questions pertaining to 
educational instrumentation at school and to the formation of the teachers. 
More generally, in a context of a still uncertain definition of what ICT at 
school really is, the ATICE represent, for the national institution, a flexible 
population, capable of adapting to the new requirements of the successive 
reforms. A stable status of these members of the staff doesn’t seem to be 
compatible with the requirements of the institution. 
 
 
 

Varia 
 
 
 
Jonathan PHILIPPE 

To dramatize the knowledge or the refusal of cleavage “matter-
manner” in the taught knowledge 
 
Even if not always firmly based in theory, the conceptual distinction between 
the content of a lesson on one hand and the shape given to it by the method 
or style of the teacher on the other hand, is widely recognised. This 
distinction is problematic because, as soon as it is accepted (even tacitly), it 
precludes any useful understanding of how a piece of transferred 
knowledge is constructed by the teacher who is teaching it. Transferred 
knowledge contains multiple dimensions: it includes information, of course, 
but also certain requirements, references to specific gestures or actions, 
etc. This paper explores different aspects of transferred knowledge in order 
to show that a thorough analysis of the dynamics at work forces us to 
abandon the dichotomies of substance vs. form, content vs. method, or 
indeed matter vs. manner. 
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Constantin XYPAS & Renaud HETIER 

The function of imaginary in the construction of the problems in 
doctoral research : obstacle and tool 
 
The imaginary factor is re-evaluated in the light of a Bachelardian point of 
view, as a source of learning but also as a possible obstacle. It is important 
to understand how this imaginary factor is susceptible to shape our 
apprehension of the world, of objects and of reality itself. The situation of 
young doctoral students in social science must take into account the force 
of their initial intuition and the relation they have with the object of their 
research which is often another subject. Categorization of imaginary 
structures as elaborated by Gilbert Durand is a precious tool but one must 
not stop solely at a description. Research must lead to a synthetic position 
susceptible to take into consideration the complexity, the contradictions of 
reality. This contribution describes a procedure that will favour research that 
accompanies a transition from spontaneous positions to synthetic ones. 
 
 
 
Sophie RUEL  

The feeling in love among the girls and boys between 6 and 11 years : 
its implication in the identity method of construction of kind 
 
This article aims to show that young girls’ understanding of love differs from 
that of boys and will attempt to shed light on the reasons why this is so by 
citing, in particular, the influence of peer pressure and television shows, 
from which children draw their values and points of reference and which 
contribute to representations of love. This study also seeks to evaluate to 
what extent these differences may influence the development of masculine 
and feminine identities. Examination of the polymorphous conception of 
relationships, the influence of peers in the context of childhood romance 
and the role of sentimental registers in television shows will provide the 
main axes of investigation in deciphering the construction of gender identity 
in children. 
 
 
 


